MAJOR DAVID ITHEL ELLIS MC RFA

David Ithel Ellis was the son of William Twigge Ellis and his wife, Jane
Prichard. He was one of eight children. David was the oldest, born in
1894, followed by William Tudor,(who lost an arm in the war), Trevor
Edgar (who was also killed in the war) and five younger siblings. He
was brought up in Bethesda where his father was a solicitor. In the 1911
Census the family had moved to Bryn Crafnant in Trefriw as William Ellis
was now a solicitor in Llanrwst. David had moved to Milford Haven in
Pembrokeshire where he was working in a bank.

Rhodri Prys Jones is his book: Conwy Wiledig a’r Rhyfel Mawr suggests
that David joined the training officer corps and then served as a
Lieutenant in the Royal Field Artillery.

In the summer of 1917 he won the Military Cross. He was complimented
for gallantry for saving a man under fire by General Weston Hunter. (North
Wales Weekly News 12 July 1917) The entry in the London Gazette 17.917
reports that Lieutenant Ellis showed ‘ conspicuous gallantry and
devotion to duty when under an intense and accurate hostile
bombardment of his battery. He worked incessantly throughout the night
in order to keep his guns in action, by his splendid personal example
and devotion keeping the spirits of his men under circumstances of an
exceptionally trying nature. On several occasions he has been the life
and soul of his battery under the heaviest shell fire, restoring confidence
and cheerfulness at a time when they were most difficult to maintain.’
(Quoted in Conwy Wiedig a’r Rhyfel Mawr)

In September he was promoted to Captain (Herald Cymraeg 25.9.17) and two
months later to Major (North Wales Chronicle 28.12.17). The rapid promotion of a
young soldier was due in part, undoubtedly, to his dedication and ability,
but also to the fact that so many officers were killed or wounded that the
army generals had no alternative other than to look to young and often
fairly inexperienced men to take their place.

Major Ellis finally lost his life on April 9™ 1918 in the ferocious fighting
which marked the German Spring Offensive. He was killed in action at
the battle of Lys and commemorated at Ploegsteert. He was 24 years
old.

There is a copy of his will in which he left £360 to his mother. He gives
his address on the will as Mill Bank. His medals were sent to his father.



Major David Ithel Ellis Portrait
London Gazette

A Military Cross
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YOUNG MILFORD MAJOR KILLED.

The many friends of Major D. Ithel Ellis,
M.C., will regret to hear that he was killed in
action on the 9%th inst. The news was con-
vevad to Mr. Herbert Cole, L. C. & M. Baunk,
by the gallant officer’s father. '()nly the day
revious to his death he had written homie to
his parents a cheerful letter. Major IKilis was
for three vears previous to the outbreak of
war a clerk in the London City and Midland
Bank, Milford Haven, and was very popular
amongst his acquaintances.  He joined the
local Compauny of Pembroke R.G.A,, and was
mohilised 1n August, 1914, For a tinmie he was
on the payv staff and was promoted sergeant.
On securing a commission he transferred to
the RLF.A.. and by his ability and devotion to
duty he gaiued rapid proinotion. He was only
23 vears of age at the time of his death, and
had won the Military Cross. His home was at

Trifrew. North Wales.
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Major David Ithel Ellis Memorial Stone at Milford Haven
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Major David Ithel Ellis — Medals Record
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Mill Bank, former home of David Ithel & Trevor Edgar Ellis



Mary CORDEN

Staffordshire, England
Dizd: @ Jan 1836 in Butterton,
Staffordshire, England
Age: 38

England

Marr: 14 Jun 1824 in Butterton,
Staffordshire, England
His age: 24

Her age: 20
Died: 1878 n Longnor, Staffordshire,

England
Age: 74

Wiliam TWIGG
ak.a. Wikam Cantrell TWIGG ak.a. Mary CALDON
Bom: c. 1800 in Butterton, Born: ¢. 1804 in Onecot, Staffordshire,

I

David ELLIS Hannah TWIGGE
Bom: ¢. 1825 in Uanllechid, Bom: c. 1828 in Butterton,
Casmarfonshire, Wales Staffordshire. England
Died: 16 Dec 1880 in Bap: 22 Feb 1827 in Butterton (near
Caemarvonshire, Wales Leek) Stafford, England
Age: 55
Died at Douglas Arms, MarJan1852mBaw
Liankechid, Bangor Caemarvonshire, Wales
His age: 27
Her age: 26
Died: 17 Feb 1883 in Uanllechid,
Casmarvonshire, Wales
L Age: 87
William Twigge ELUIS Jane PRICHARD
Bom: c. 1867 in Bethesda, Bom: Apr 1870 in Talysarn,
Caemarvonshire, Wales Caemanvonshire, Wales

Died: c. 1850 n Epsom, Surrey, Mam: Oct 1821 in Bangor.
England Caemarvonshire, Wales

Age:83 His age: 24
Her age: 21

Cwvi Marriage. NorthwalesBMD
Ref: BAN/33/E130 Gwynedd-

BangorR.O
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David Ithel ELLIS William Tudor Trevor Edgar ELLIS Hanmi Glyn ELLIS Keith Vaughan ELLIS llid Mary ELLIS Arthur Cecil ELLIS Richard Gwynedd
Bom: c. 1884 in Bangor. ELLIS Born: Oct 1897 in Bethesda, Bom: 8 Jul 1901 in Bethesda, Born: 4 Oct 1802in aka. llid Mary ELLIS Bom: Apr 1908 in ELUIS
Caemarvonshire, Wales Born: Jul 1885 in Caemarvonshire, Wales , Wales Bethesda, Born: Apr 1905 n Bethesda, ethesda, Bornc 12 Jun 1912in
Died: 9 Apr 1918 in France Bethesda. Died: IOApr 1918 in Hainault, Belgium Bom: 7 Jul 1901 in Be‘hsda Camanon, Wales Camarvon, Wales Carnarvon, Wales Uanrwst,
Age: 24 Casmanonshire, Age: Camarvon, W Died: 4 Jul 1986in Marr: Mar 1848 in Wandsworth, Denbighshire,
Buried: 1918 in Comines-W ameton, Wales Buned: Apf 1918 in Comines-Wameton, Marr: Sep 1932 in Pvdheh, Aberconwy, Surrey Wales
Hainaut, Belgium Hainaut, Belgium Caernarvonshire, Gwynedd Gwynedd, Wales His age- 41 Died: Aug 1989 in
Age: 24 Age: 20 His age: 31 Age: 83 Her age: 22 Brecknock, Powys,
Buried: 1918 in Ploegsteert, Arrondissement de Her age: 20 Spouse: George Archibald Wales
Mouscron, Hanaut, Belgium Spouse: Margaret HUMPHREYS PESKETT Age: 7T
Age: 24

Died: 27 Nov 1878 in Bangor,
Wales
Ag=T7

Died: Jan 2000 in Surrey South-

eastemn, Surrey, England
Age: 03

David Ithel & Trevor Edgar Ellis

Family tree




