
1 
 

MAJOR DAVID ITHEL ELLIS MC RFA 
 

David Ithel Ellis was the son of William Twigge Ellis and his wife, Jane 
Prichard. He was one of eight children.  David was the oldest, born in 
1894, followed by William Tudor,(who lost an arm in the war), Trevor 
Edgar (who was also killed in the war) and five younger siblings.  He 
was brought up in Bethesda where his father was a solicitor.  In the 1911 
Census the family had moved to Bryn Crafnant in Trefriw as William Ellis 
was now a solicitor in Llanrwst. David had moved to Milford Haven in 
Pembrokeshire where he was working in a bank. 
 
Rhodri Prys Jones is his book: Conwy Wledig a’r Rhyfel Mawr  suggests 
that David joined the training officer corps and then served as a 
Lieutenant in the Royal Field Artillery.   
 
In the summer of 1917 he won the Military Cross. He was complimented 
for gallantry for saving a man under fire by General Weston Hunter. (North 

Wales Weekly News 12 July 1917) The entry in the London Gazette 17.917 
reports that Lieutenant Ellis showed ‘ conspicuous gallantry and 
devotion to duty when under an intense and accurate hostile 
bombardment of his battery.  He worked incessantly throughout the night 
in order to keep his guns in action, by his splendid personal example 
and devotion keeping the spirits of his men under circumstances of an 
exceptionally trying nature.  On several occasions he has been the life 
and soul of his battery under the heaviest shell fire, restoring confidence 
and cheerfulness at a time when they were most difficult to maintain.’ 
(Quoted in Conwy Wledig a’r Rhyfel Mawr) 
 
In September he was promoted to Captain (Herald Cymraeg 25.9.17) and two 
months later to Major (North Wales Chronicle 28.12.17).  The rapid promotion of a 
young soldier was due in part, undoubtedly, to his dedication and ability, 
but also to the fact that so many officers were killed or wounded that the 
army generals had no alternative other than to look to young and often 
fairly inexperienced men to take their place. 
 
Major Ellis finally lost his life on April 9th 1918 in the ferocious fighting 
which marked the German Spring Offensive.  He was killed in action at 
the battle of Lys and commemorated at Ploegsteert. He was 24 years 
old. 
 
There is a copy of his will in which he left £360 to his mother.  He gives 
his address on the will as Mill Bank.  His medals were sent to his father. 
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Major David Ithel Ellis Portrait  

London Gazette 

 

 

A Military Cross  
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Major David Ithel Ellis - Obituary 

 

Major David Ithel Ellis Memorial Stone at Milford Haven  
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Major David Ithel Ellis – Medals Record  
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Mill Bank, former home of David Ithel & Trevor Edgar Ellis 
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